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DESPACHO N.o 16/2020 

 

Through the European Economic Area (EEA) Agreement, signed in the city of Oporto in May 1992, Iceland, 

Liechtenstein and Norway are partners, in the internal market, of the Member States of the European 

Union. 

As a way of promoting a continuous and balanced strengthening of the economic and trade relations, the 

parties of the European Economic Area Agreement have established a Multiannual Financial Mechanism, 

known as the EEA Grants, through which Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway provide financial support to 

Member States of the European Union with the greatest deviations from the European average GDP per 

capita, which includes Portugal. 

The two major EEA Grants objectives are: 

• To reduce the economic and social disparities in the European Economic Area; 

• To strengthen the bilateral relations between beneficiary and donor countries. 

EEA Grants 2014-2021 - a global allocation of 102.7M€ will support five programmes: 

• Blue Growth; 

• Environment; 

• Conciliation and Gender Equality; 

• Culture; 

• Active Citizens Fund. 

In addition to these five programmes, it also exists the Fund for Bilateral Relations. This fund supports 

initiatives aimed at strengthening the relations between Portugal and Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway. 

The Blue Growth Programme's main objective is to increase value creation and sustainable growth in the 

Portuguese blue economy. In addition, the intention is to increase research and promote education and 

training in marine and maritime areas. 

The Programme will contribute to the overall objective of reducing economic and social disparities and 

strengthened bilateral relation through funding of different projects within five outcomes under the 

following three Programme areas: 

• Business development, Innovation and SMEs; 

• Research; 

• Education, Scholarships, Apprenticeships and Youth Entrepreneurships. 

This Programme aims at increased value creation and sustainable growth, including long-term marine and 

maritime economic growth, social cohesion (in terms of local communities and maritime activities), and 

marine environmental protection. 
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The Programme will contribute to the overall objectives of the EEA Grants by financing initiatives to 

increase competitiveness and profitability among Portuguese SMEs and bring more innovation in their 

products, services and processes. Also, the programme will strengthen the cooperation between donor 

and beneficiary countries, through joint projects and ventures. 

The Research Programme area predicts a Peer Review Evaluation - the Programme Operator evaluates 

proposals with the assistance of international experts to ensure that only those of the highest quality are 

selected for funding. International experts must be resident and working outside the Portugal, Iceland, 

Liechtenstein and Norway.  

At least three international independent and impartial experts (must be resident and working outside the 

respective Beneficiary State and the Donor States), are chosen from a pool of international experts 

containing the details of suitable candidates in cooperation with the Donor Programme Partner and 

regarding their skills and knowledge appropriate to the areas within the scope of this Call. 

Therefore, the PO approves the following internal regulation on the selection of international experts in 

the research programme area: 

 

REGULATION ON THE SELECTION OF INTERNATIONAL EXPERTS IN THE RESEARCH 

PROGRAMME AREA 

 

Article 1 

Subject Matter 

This regulation applies to the selection of international experts in Blue Growth Programme Research area. 

 

Article 2 

Pool of experts 

The pool of experts is made of a group of people whose profile is considered adequate for technical and 

scientific evaluation functions, acting individually, independently and without hierarchical relationship 

between them, in the following areas: 

a) Sustainable fisheries, aquaculture and blue biotechnology to improve added value from fishing 

products and other marine resources, considering sustainability and circular principles; 

b) Development and standardizing of new methodologies to assess the status of Portuguese national 

fishery resources, not assessed by international scientific fora; 

c) Approaches to develop integrated ecological-economics fisheries management; 
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d) Improvement of offshore aquaculture in Portuguese maritime areas, including bio-economic 

modelling; 

 

e) Marine natural capital and ecosystem services in order to fulfill gaps of data and knowledge on 

new areas with potential natural value for conservation (including economics, human activities 

pressures, legal regimes or management solutions), with emphasis on deep sea habitats, and/or 

restoration solutions, namely through sea forestation; 

f) Social impact of Blue Growth, concerning sustainable fisheries, aquaculture, namely offshore, 

marine biotechnology, and local communities, in Portugal; 

g) Climate change forecasts, climate change impacts on marine ecosystems services and natural 

capital, including economic impacts in Portuguese maritime zones, and climate solutions, nature 

marine ecosystem-based solutions and blue carbon; 

h) Data analysis and methodologies/tools for multidimensional assessment of cumulative 

environmental and socioeconomic impacts to support decision making on marine spatial planning 

and/or on localization of maritime activities in the Portuguese maritime zones; 

i) New technologies for environmental monitoring and maritime surveillance, development and/or 

transfer, namely in deep-sea habitats and resources, to improve data and knowledge. 

 

Article 3 

Experts’ profile 

1. The international experts must: 

a) be resident and working outside the respective Beneficiary State and the Donor States;  

b) have a PhD degree; 

c) have five years’ experience in one of the areas mentioned in article 2. 

2. Previous experience on evaluation of proposals (H2020 or other similar) will be valued. 

3. The PO will consider the gender balance of each expert group. 

 

Article 4 

International experts’ selection procedure 

1. For the selection of international experts, the procedure is as follows: 

a) The candidate expresses his interest by filling the dedicated form at the PO website, and 

attaching his/her resumé; 

b) The PO then performs an analysis of the academic qualifications and resumé of each 

candidate in the relevant technical and scientific areas, determining their admission or 

exclusion from the pool. 

2. The admitted experts are included in the pool by technical-scientific area. 
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3. The submission of expressions of interest by the expert does not guarantee his/her admission to 

the pool, nor does it guarantee that he/she will be hired as an expert. 

4. For projects’ evaluation, the PO selects (3) three international experts for each technical and 

scientific area. 

5. One of the three select experts is nominated the rapporteur by the PO. 

6. The PO sends to the selected experts a list containing the projects to be evaluated as well as the 

list of admitted candidates, in order to ascertain any incompatibilities or conflicts of interest. 

7. The selected experts have 5 working days to respond to the invitation and send the signed 

confidentiality and absence of conflict of interest declarations. 

8. The submission of the declarations mentioned above determines the acceptance of the 

evaluation by the experts. 

 

Article 5 

Evaluation of applications 

1. The evaluation carried out by the experts is supported by a technical dossier, which corresponds 

to the approved applications approved in terms of eligibility under the terms of the applicable 

legislation and the Call text under which the application was submitted. 

2. The expert performs an objective, impartial and transparent assessment in accordance with 

criteria previously established and guidelines for the evaluation. 

3. The expert is also responsible for participating in technical meetings, whenever necessary. 

 

Article 6 

Obligations of the experts 

The experts are obliged to: 

a) Be aware of the norms and guidelines applicable to the technical-scientific evaluation within the 

scope of the Blue Growth Program; 

b) Ensure the evaluation of all applications and submit the evaluation reports in accordance with the 

indicated deadlines and other instructions provided by the PO; 

c) Deliver the technical-scientific evaluation report; 

d) Support the PO until the final financing decision; 

e) Declare any existing conflict of interest with the applications being evaluated. 
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Article 7 

Incompatibilities, conflicts of interest and confidentiality 

1. The experts are required impartiality, exemption and transparency as well as adequate scientific 

and technical knowledge. 

2. The experts cannot have any interests or connections within the scope of any project submitted, 

which may affect his independence. 

3. The experts must guarantee the absolute confidentiality of the entire evaluation process, as well 

as the content and classification of all applications. 

 

Article 8 

Payment 

1. The evaluation carried out by the experts is remunerated, being due for each process under 

evaluation after its conclusion. 

2. The expert is remunerated for each analyzed application, at the unit price of € 225,00 (two 

hundred and twenty-five Euros). 

3.  Each application should not take more than a half working day to be analyzed. 

4. The rapporteur is remunerated with an additional fee, at the unit price of € 225,00 (two hundred 

and twenty-five Euros) per application reported. 

 

Article 9 

Entry into force 

This Regulation shall enter into force on the day following its signature. 

 

 

The Director General 

 

 

 

 

Helena Vieira 


		2020-11-18T14:16:53+0000
	Helena Margarida Moreira de Oliveira Vieira




